A Message from Audrey Zapp…


Greetings to my dear friends and citizens, on this special occasion, as we celebrate and recognize those who have fought to create, preserve and protect one of our country’s great public parks, Liberty State Park.


When I think back over the last 30 years, people, government, and raptors come to mind.


Now, I don’t connect raptors and the defunct Development Corporation, may it rest in peace, although it does come to mind. The raptors are beautiful birds of prey, whose preservation was the cause that saved the park from oil tanks, one of the numerous attempts by the Development Corporation and others to steal the park from the people. The combination of the U.S. Fish & Wildlife, the People, and Governor Kean saved the park from the oil tanks for both the public and the raptors. By the way, don’t you think we should recognize the important role the raptors played in saving the park by planting the kind of trees where they thrive?


The greatest threat for the next 30 years to our Liberty State Park will be the secret meetings and private sessions, which was the mode of operation for the Development Corporation. Public hearings, well advertised, must be held on any changes planned for the park. If we keep the “public” in public land use, then Liberty State Park and other public lands have a great future. An open government working with its citizens is democracy. A closed government, pretending to include citizens, is a dictatorship.


Although I cannot be with you today, you are all in my heart and thoughts. I am there in spirit. I am blessed to have known and worked with all of you these many years.
