Flowers

for a lady

His arm outstretched In @ moment
celebration. Morris Pesin ploces o wred
at the base of the Statue of Liberty. (5t
on Poge 1)
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Pesin recalls his canoe trip

Rabert Larkins

Celebrating the 25th anniver:
sary of his canoe trip from Jersey
City tw Liberty Island, Morris
Pesin recelled how the trip
started from an old pler that has
since been eliminated by a harbor
cleanup.

Then he turned and pointed (o
the ground at Liberty State Park,
where some children were climb-
ing on playground equipment and
some were running on the grass,
where some people were strolling
gnd others were relaxing at
shaded picnic tables.

He recalled how that area
had looked on that June day in
1858 when he and Tom Durkin, a
Jersey Journal reporter, had
taken (he canpe trip to dramatize
bow close the Statue of Liberty
wiks 10 the Jersey City shoreline,

"It wis one id," Pesin
said, ‘ol garbage, litter, derelict
boats. "

Pesin followed that 1858 boat
Arip with a call for a state park on
that section of Jersey City

waterfront.
It took 18 years (mnd & 1BG]
Tollow-up teip), but the Tirst sec-

‘lion of 1he park was opened Lo the

public June 14, 1976 .

“There's o point in life,"
Pesin, 71, said yesterday, ''where
you get extreme satisfaction and
Joy in the work ‘v dane,
satisfaclion In seding so many
people enjoy the frufts of what
you concelved."

Pesin and some of the people
who helped make the dream of
Liberty State Park a reality ook
:-ril'-'ﬂt TF"lIP out o the IHLIHh:;bm

park yesterday, placing a
wreath there mnrlfod with the
words “'1958-1983, With Love
From the People af J City."

Pesin also gave David Moffit,
superintendent of the Liberty
Isiond and Ellis Island national
manuments, a beach towel with a
piéture of Uncle Sam dancing
with the Staiue of Liberty,

It was & time for remember-
ing.

Pesin recalled bow the (rip

Litseriy Islond was sparked by his
outr @l the length of time in
took him his, his wife Ethel and
their children, Judy, then 7, and
Samued, then 8, to visit the siatue
Ié‘-;lway of the ferry from Battery

k. Manhattan,

He went w The Jersey Jour-
nal o express his complaints, and
Eugene Farrell, then editor of the

er, nsked if he would be will-

ng to dramatize it »

Pesin recalled that Farrell
nu?mmd the boat trip and il was
only on the day of the trip that
Pesin found out the boat would be

a canoe,

He called his wife and asked
whether she thought be should
make the wrip.

*1 said,” Mrs. Pesin recalled
yesterday, “Did you pay your in-
surance?’

“He said, "It"s paid up.’

S0 | said, 'Go’ "

Mrs, Pesin, described by her
husband as very supportive of his
elforts to get the park bulli, said
she always knew *‘thal when

Marris gets an iden and he star
s0fMgthing, he finishes it

Pesin, & former city coun-
cilman, |5 director of the City
Spirst program, which ran an ari
festival at the park this past Sun
dey atlended by an estimate
15,000 persons,

He is.also @ member of the
Liberty Siate Park Public Ad-
visory Commission and
member of the natlonal Staiwe of
Liberiy-Ellis Istand Centennial
Commission, He attended a ma
1ot fundraiser of that commission
4t Liberty Istand last night.

. Pesin stressed that the drive
for Liberty State Park wis
EFitg-roots movement, which the
city helped by donating propest
thiy represented potentially
valuable rotables,

“'This was Jersey Cilty
britinchild," he said, "It did poi
cine from the planning desks of
Monpers in Trentan,"”,

EﬁPreu nll:l::ﬂ:lnrl nvtir the
YERPS wiks mpartant in ger-
g the H:mulll. he =aid.



