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e power o
a man’s vision

By Cynthia Delonas
Advertising Business Senvicas Siaff

has been transformed from a state
of meglect and decay to a dream
come troe, a “People’s Park,” an Ameri-
can treasure amd @ symbol of freedom,

I n just 30 years, Liberty State Pars

Liberty State Park is considered one of the best places
on the East Coast for flying kites,

But the path to park vibrancy and beau-
tification was oot always an easy one,
and were i ool for the vishon and perse-
verance of Morris Pesin, fondly remem-
bered as the “father” of Likerty State
Park, the grounds might have ewvalved
from urban indusiclal deterloration 1o
commiencialization just yards from Lady
Liberty's torch-bearing arm.

Pegin wasn't abont to ket any of that
happen. And as his son, Sam Pesin, tells
it, it all began back in 1958 with an eight-
minite canoe Lrip, made by the senlor
Pesin with a mewspaper reporter in tow,
te the Statue of Liberty. The idea was to
show just bow cloge Mizs Liberty was to
ihe Jersey Cily shoreline and Lo publickze
the ides of a park on a waterfront.

Pesin's trip paid off Stating at & Jer-
=y City council meeting, “We have, here
at our doorstep, America’s greatest
shrine—ile Btatue of Libertv—and we
have failed to realize its potential,” Pesin
would go on to dedicate his talentz and
efforts to making the deeam of Libsety
State Park a reality,

“It took 18 wears,” said Pesin's sen
“But my dad was the driving ferce be-

hind the movement to secure the park.”

“We were 50 surprised that so many
penple came to the park from outside
Hudzon County,” he recalled. “It's an at-
traction to people from  around the
state.”

In May 195, President Lyodon B
Johmwon declarved that Ellig Islamd was
part of the Statue of
Liberty National Mon-
ument, connecting the
renowation  of  the
statpe with the cre-
ation of & waterfront
park. ‘That was the
first of two milesiones
im thr birth of Literty
EState Park. The sec-
ond wag the desding
by Jersey City of 154
acres to the state in
Avgusl 1965, ihe Erst
pareel of Liberty State
Park.

Wiile pPEDEress
glowed ower the next
lew wears, passapge of
the 1978 Green Acres
Bond Act, along with the strong interest
of Richard Sallivan, the birst commis
swner of the new MNew Jersey Depart
ment of Eowvironmental Protection, se
cured 53 million fer land purchase. And
then, appropriately, on Flag Day—Juns
14, 1976—with Girl and Boy Seouls rals-
Ing 50 slate flaEE o line the park e
trance, Liberty State Park apened (o (he
publle—delivering & bleentennial glifl o
somerdca thatl has been drawing and de-
lighting visitors ever since,

In 1548, the Friends of Liberty 5tate
Park—an allwvoluntesr, nonprofit orga-
nzation—was  incerporated, dedicating
itself to the preservation of open space
and the contimeed improvement of Lib-
criy Btate Park. "The people pot demoe
racy Into actlon and fought for a fres
park behind the Statee of Liberty,” Pesin
gaid, “And the park had many serions
thraats to oweroeme,”

A golf course was proposed and then,
due to overwhelming public sentiment,
rejected. Objections  iocloded the fact
that sueh vsage would have glven half of

It teek just 30 years for Liberty State Park 1a be transfer

med infe the epen

space haven it is today, right at the doorstep of America’s symbal of

freedem—ihe Statue of Liberiy.

the park’s open space to less than 2 per-
cent of the popalation, A waterpark also
was proposed, then rejected, with the ex-
planation that trallic to the waterpark
wintld rudn the park,

Having just celebrated its 3th birth-
day, Libaety State Park today seams to
have eatered s prime. Visllers can
cojoy boating, canoeing, picnicking, fish-
ing, hiking, biking and mumerous special
events, including free concerts in the
park oo Sundays and Tuesdays, “Tt's a
great onie parls, not oply for the city,
but for the state a=s well” sad Brian
(Reilly, Jersay City administrator, “Tt
pute Jersey City on the map a8 well,

being lecated next io the Statue of Lib-
erty.”

The park &lso is one of the best places
on the Bast Coast for flying kites, and
the | G-mile “Liberty Walk™ offers & sce-
ni¢ strell along the Hudsen River. With
Liberty 5tate Park mow thriving in Jer-
sey City, Marianne Kelleber-Arango of
the Jersey City Mayor's office =aid, “Tt's
a city that feels like a small town.”

Ag Liberty State Park pets set o
lannch the Liberty Jazz Festival on Sept.
4 and 10, sther projects are In the works,
inghuding restoration and re-use of the
Historie CREM) trin sheds, an iolerlor
patural area resleration encompassing
251 acres, and the bollding of group pe-
nke paviliors, =

avallabde tor $RO50 for one day

edducale  peophe  aboil

Labwerty

chided Lo peoduce a jase festhal,

Confinued from page 3

At liberty to listen

$6050 effective Sept. & and
§450 for both davs through
mibdnight tonight, $115 eflective
Sept. & Reserved preminm seat-

kets and chalrs, are aveilable o penr the stage offering ac-
through midnight tonight for cess to a VIP tent with separate
.50 for single<day admission,

food service and restrooms s

thraugh mkdnlght tondght, $125
effective Sepl, & VIP geallng 18
an a Hest-come basks

A porilon of the procesds
from tieket sales will benefit
FOLSF, an allvolonteesr orga-
nization whose mission is to pro-
tect, beasutify and promote the
park,  Organlzation  members
will =el up an “eco-village” to

State Park

Tiekets are avallable by call-
ng (800} BA6-JAKZ ar anline al
wewew jcom) libertyjazefestival
or at wwwoed101%.com. Those in-
terested in exhibitor and corpo-
rate hospitality packages may
call Eent Coules at
{873} 152-5747.

“When The Star-Ledger de-

e bdea was not o just pul on a
concert, bub to find a setting
that & a slar attraction liselt”
sabd Coules. “And because of our
partnership with radio station
CDaLS smoath jaze aficionados
from throughout the metropolis
ten area  will enjoy  seeing
the bBest jaz artlsts o the
world” -
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