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"Garden program blossoming

By Cynthia Delonas
Adlvertising Busipess
Servces Slaff

o the land of the free, sith
I the belp of soree brave vol-

upteers, Lady Liberiy has
been praciously oversesing an
American treasure more than 30
vears o the making Liberiy
Btate Park, with plans in place
for 4 Mh-acre mleris oatieal
ares that will include pature
trails, @ 100-pere forest and tall
grass habitat, freshwater wet-
lamds, a sal marsh recreated
b & channel entering from the
Hodsem  Riwver, amd an open
space perimeder, continnes its
remarkable transformation
from  overgrown  induestrial
wasteland to urban oesis. Bat it
almiost dide’t bappen

Through the efforts of the
Iate Mgrris Pesin, who in 15658
camped with & reporter oot to
Liberty Island fo illustrate the
proximity of the Statue of Lib-
crty to Mew Jersev's shore, the
fate of Liberly Siate Park bas
become n cause celebre among
developers, pregecitionkss,
regidents and the Friemds of
Liberty State Park (FOLSF), a
volunteer group [ormed in 1988,
Prior to Pesin's vision of a fami-
Iv-friemdly pecple’s park  amd
snbsequent petivism, the Jersey

City land that served &= & back-
drop to Lady Liberty was known
for its extensive freight aod pas
senger transporiation petwork,
the heart of which was the Cen-
iral Railrsad of New Jersey
Terminal, located in the north-
ern portion of the park

Ower the years, with the help
if volintesrs, the park, literally,
lsas blassormed

“The garden volunleer pri-
gram is wery successful” said
Bam Pesin, son of Morreis Pesin
andl president of PFOLSE, “Each
woear, there's @n expansion of the
mumber of wolunteers. and all
peopls are welcomse o join in
The FOLSFP buys the plants,
tools, refreshments aod =0 on
Lest Fall, they planted GROM
bulbs in Liberty State Park and
thnse bults were pald for from
grants from The Star-Ledaer,
from last year's Jazz Festival, in
conjunction with Promo L It
WS @ generous grant.”

Pesin gald POLSP was e
copted this Spring &= &n associ-
ate member of EarthShare of
Mew Jersey, an organization
wltage meambers work within the
community to edocate the pob-
lic gnd find solutions to enviren-
rental issues and challenges,

“Its really an bhonor  (ha
Earthshare acoepbed us B85 a
membsar,” Pesin said. "It gives
5 More pogitive gxposare”

'I'ur rrlng an avergrawn industrial wasteland infe an urban
aasis takes hard work.

Pesin alse sald the garden
program’s horticulturist, Maria
de Wakefleld, has been insira-
mental in bringing the Rulgers
Master Gardener's class to Lib-
eriy State Park “Tts the First
master gardener's class olfered
by Ruatzers in Hodson County,”
FPesin aaid.

Michel Culllerier, vice-presi-
deni of FOLSP, who has been
actively mvalved with the orga-
nization since 1942, said, “Par of
the certlficatlon o beeoms 3
master gardener is to volunteer
filt brrs, but they've besn selun-
teering way beyond ) bours
They're guarantesd to have [in

Al they make a real Bg differ-
ence becanse they either get to
create mew gardens or maintain
extsting  gardens”  Volunteers
generally pitch in oon Baturdays
from 8 to 11 a.m., but Cuillerier
said they are welcome o belp
aul gy Lirme

Although POLSF would pre-
fer Liberty State Park not be
thought of ag a “venus,” Cuille-
rler admbtied the oppartunlly 1o
host copcerts benefits the park
becanse “It brings in new
friends and visitors”™ who are
likely to return af a later date ™

“Cfur mission is fo conserve,
maintain and keep (the park) a

quiet ares for people to come
b, ke zabkd, “There's an open-
oesm toward having fee-adrmis-
gion conceris n the park be-
cause we gare always diligently
wirking to save the park from
over-tevelopment gl commer-
clalization that would inhibll or
deny eccess (o the public to
enjov the park in the st
place,” Culllerer sald

“We're definitely wot talking
abpat the park hecoming a
venue for concerts, even though
it's pot one of the best views, he
qiid. “We'd like it that esch con-
cort i @ possible fundraiser for
the park _ that some of the pro-
ceeds are given to the park.”

Of FOLEP, Cotllerier saicd,
“Sinpe we are 100 percent no-
profle, and  have a Waard of di-
rectors, nane of the money gets
i=med by s, It goes throagh us o
the park,”

Arcording to  Cuillerier,
FOLEP's voluntesr gasden peo-
gram has been expanding i
work with corporations, and
among those whose employess
are helping to create pew gar
dens are Goldman Sachs, Credit
Suwisge and ALG. Gardens within
Liberty State Park ioclode a
hird parden. & butterfly garden,
o wild lower garden and an berb
garden.

“If mnybody walks through
the Millenmium Pack, they'll aea
mir  work” Coillepler skl
“Flowers are bBloming now” =
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Within sight af Manhattan's farmed skyline are a number ef trees ane gardens that are
planted and maintained by the Friends of Liberty State Park.

Many

sreen thumbs

keep park in full bloom

By Joa Amey
Adverfising Susiness Senaces Siaff

Specil o The Star-Ledger

f thw first thing visitors to Liberty State
Park notice is the view, the secomd must
be the grounds.

t's oot hard to see why. A gquick stroll
throngh the groumds reveals & variety of fow-
ers, plants and trees that reflect the dedication
af the Garden Volunteer Program, & branch of
the Friemis of Libecdy State Park (FOLSF)
that works each weok to beautity the parck

"It began with & grant from the |Geraldine
R Dodge Foundation . for & %11 memaorial
planting i the park,” sakd Michel Cuillecier, a
vice-president with FOLSF. Sioce those bumn-
Bl rosds, IE his hlossomed lnla an organizalion
that soelichts corporate partnerships, enjovs
glroog volunteerizm and bests an acelalmed
statewide garden program.

The gardens feature g oumber of seasonal
plants and flowers, and Include wild mses and
trumpet Aowers, among many others, There
alap are theme gardens in the park such as
batterflv and herb gardans,

FOLSE furded $10000 worth of trees in the
Spring In concert with the New Jersey Tree
Foundation, which selected, delivered amd
planted the trees, The Friends lost several
himdraisers te aeguice tonls and plants for the
volunteers. “Without them, there would really
be no gardening program,” Cuillerier said

The program also hes enjoyed the support
of corperations, particularly neighboring Gold-
man Sachs, said Sam Pesin, presuent of
FOLSP.

Three years apo. Rutgers Cooperative Bx-
tension hested the cectificd master gardener

Thae park is home to all kinds of plants
and wildlife.

program for the first time at Liberty Sinte
Park. It gives thoss interested in pardening &
chanee “tiv learn something about what they're
dabng ... Iix 8 techobeal way,” Colllerier sabd

Additionally, New Jergey Cily Universiiy
students have played & roceot role in the val-
unteer effort, as students of Dir. Cindy Arrigo
b=gan playing a role last Fall

The park’s gardens have flourished even
mare with the hiring of horticoltorst Marvia de
Wakelfield, who helps supervise voluntesrs
while selecting native, moainvasive plants to
beautily the grounds,

“Ehe hag taken plots flled with weeds . and
completely restored the gardens”™ with the help
of wilunleers, be said,

The volunteers “have made a real differ-
ence in the member and quality of the park’s
gardens,” Pesin sabd, Volunteers work in the
park between 8 and 11 a.m each Saturday, ex-
copl holidays, for the entire year,

“Because they come every week, thev re-
ally feel they make s difference st the park”
Cuillerier =aid. -
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