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From left; Hudion Counly Executive Thomas DeGise, How
Jersey Geov, Jon 5 Cortine and Frieands of Liberty Siate Park
Prezident Sam Petin celebrate Liberty Siate Park’s 3th
birthday with & cake on Earth Day—~April 22, 2004,

Making

Friends

for park’s sake

By Cynthia Dalonas
Advertising Businoss
Sanices Stall

o engure citben ovoelve-

ment  in gulding the

parks progresa To coop-
erate with the MNew Jersey Divie
glon of Parks and Forestey o
carry out Libecty State Park's
mizzion (o “provide the public
with access to the harbor’s re-
sources, a sense of fs history
and the charge of responsibility
for iz coolinped EMpROVe-
ments” To rame funds 10 G
in shaping a great park. To io-
creass yolunteerzm u the park

These are the goals Lh
Friends of Liberty State Park,
or FOLSP. The all-volunieer,
Erassroois, OpEn-Spaee park or-
ganizalion has been prolecting,
beautifving and promoding Lib-
erty State Park sipee 1080,
Headed by President Sam Pesin
— whose father, Morris Pesin
wag instrumental in getting the
park approved, desigoed  and
built—FOLSP bhas fought and
wian mmeroud batiles o pratec
the park feom neglect, decay
and  commercialization,  The
grups suecess 8 evident today
in the positive Impact 1'% had on
thie park's evalitlon,

FOLSF was responsible for
egtablishing the states largest
plavground, the creatwn ol a
park shuottlebus system oo
necting to the Liberty State
Park Light Rail Staticon and the
sponsorship of a Spring clean-up
of the salt marsh. In November,
FOLSP offers lustory programs,
and W April co-Sponsors an
Earth Day Festival POLSP also
cosponsors festivals ot the In-

terpretive  Center  and  Traln
Terminal, FOLSP's Garden Pro-
gram uses volunteers to plant
arpd maintain the park’s flower
beds and [rees

Some of FOLSF's fund-rais-
Ing priorities  include  bubldieg
group-pienic pavilions, restoring
the interior natoral area with
public scress on trails apd an
opefi-apace perimeter, and res-
toration and re-use of the his-
toric Central Railrozd of New
Jersey (rain sheds

FOLSP encourages puoblic
participation i the decision-
making ooncerning  Libenty
Sate Park's (wore. The groap
wirks wilh and lsens 10 local
and glate cllizéag n the plan-
ning of park activites and -
provements, 1L alse  publishes
perindic pewskefiers and mail-
ings with vpdates on projects,

wCliviiles and corrent  issees
Members meet in the Fall and
Spring,

Upsoming events at Liberty
Biate Park include Estuary Day
of Sepl 30, an event open to the
public celebrating Mational Es-
inarkes Day. The event will fea-
tuee & Hodson River cleanop: a
wildlide presentation by Snakes-
p-Scales pnd Tuetle Tales, and
an apportunily W ereate i mermn-
ory at the arls and cralts ceo-
ter, Wishiors can learm about the
behaviors amd habitats of eroc-
cilibes,  turtbes.  lizards  and
snakes, and have an opportunity
to see these animals live. The
program s free, but pre-regis
tration s required.

Oq Oer. 14, Bats, Bats, Bats
presents MNew Jersey's own bat-
man, Joseph [VAngeli who
promiges 1o clear up some com-

flying mammal while providing
an upclose look at & few of
them. This event alse is free;
space g limited and pre-regis-
tration is required.

Explrring Ralntoresis s the

forus of a program taking place
Mov. 18 Live, exobtie raimborest
animals from around the globe
will be preseoted to visitors
Pre-registration is required for
this free event

For mare mtermallon aboul

thesn PO CAMS,
(2 W5-5340E To wvolonteer or
become a member of  the

Friemds of Liberty State Park,
call (200 7931998 or e-mail at
folspiearthlink net. The FOLSFP
Wb sile 15 www nBporg, =



