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Supporters celebrate the ‘pearl of all park land’

By CHARLES HACK
JOURNAL STAFF WRITER

Half a century after Liberty State
Park was conceived by its “father,”
Morris Pesin, supporters gathered
yesterday at Liberty House Restau-
rant to celebrate its many mile-
stones,

More than 150 guests gathered
yesterday to remember Pesin and
also mark next month’s 20th anni-
versary of the founding of Friends
of Liberty State Park.

It was 50 years since Pesin began
his tireless campaign to promote
the free park, whicﬁ was symboli-
cally launched in June 1958 with
an historic eight-minute canoe trip
to the Statue of Liberty from New
Jersey to show how close the
namesake would be o the future
park.

“He never stopped fighting for
the dream,” said 1stin  Torres,
opinion page editor for The Jersey
Journal, in a speech.

“The Journal chronicled and
supported his every step” — in
fact, that canoe trip was made with
a Jersey Journal reporter paddling
along with Pesin.

U.S. Sen. Robert Menendez —
who helped secure $20.6 million in
federal funds to create and restore
a 234-acre contaminated former
rail yard at the center of the park,
turning them from brownfields
into salt and fresh water wetlands,
grasslands and urban forest — said
the park is a model for other urban
wetland restoration projects.

“The restored and preserved
forests in the Liberty State Park are
a model for the entire country,”
Menendez said. "It will be one of

the largest continuous areas of
natural established hardwoods in
the metroplitan area.”

Mavor Jerramiah T. Healy com-
mended Sam Pesin, Morris Pesin's
son and the president of the
Friends of Liberty State Park, for
keeping up his father’s legacy.

“It's not often that a son sur-
passes his father,” Healy said.
“This is the pearl of all erk land in
the state of New Jersey.

The Friends, who successfully
fought pruimsals to bring a com-
mercial ED f course and a water-
park to the park, are now opposing
the location of the "Empty S
9/11 memorial, saying it would
block views of Lower Manhattan.

In all, eight awards were pres-
ented to volunteers and corporate
SpONSOrs.

CHARLES HACK can be reached at
chack@journal.com.

SAM PESIN
speaks yester-
day at a lun-
cheon cele-
brating the
20th anniver-
sary of the
Friends of
Liberty State
Park and the
50th anniver-
sary of the
canoe trip of
his father,
Morris Pesin.
Morris Pesin is
Pintured on the
ront of the
dium.
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